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WELCOME TO MCENSAL SCHOOL OF FASHION & DESIGN.
Based in Nairobi, Kenya, the Mcensal School of Fashion Design operates from the heart of one of Africa’s most exiting fashion
capitals.
MSF is an important starting point for those who want to be tomorrow’s stars of the fashion industry. With outstanding r esources,
modern facilities and access to experts from the worlds of fashion, style and luxury, the college comprehensively prepares its students
to work in all areas of this exciting and innovative industry.
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Our vision
The vision of Mcensal School of Fashion is to change the face of fashion in Kenya and neighboring countries by enriching the fashion
industry with knowledge, thus raising awareness and standards of people, products and services.
After a period of intensive study at the msf, students have a greatly improved understanding of how the fashion industry works, an
informed idea of which areas of the industry they might like to work in and a dramatically improved chance of attaining t hat ambition.
Students at the College engage with every aspect of the fashion business.
The College’s ambition is not only to educate its students to the highest industry standard but also to ignite and
nourish their interest for fashion and business, and prepare them for their professional careers.
Our courses fuse exciting, rigorous and intensive learning programs in a state-of-the-art facility in Nairobi.
Students attend lectures given by qualified and experienced instructors who lead them to do real life projects.
Who should study with us?
Mcensal School of Fashion is committed to excellence in the training and development of outstanding
individuals. Entry is competitive and the education programmes are rigorous. Applicants should have a
passionate interest in the fashion industry in the broadest sense; an interest in the creative and technical
aspects of fashion media, marketing and promotion, and a keen awareness of current affairs and business.
You may be straight out of school or university and have an ambition to work in the fashion, media or
luxury brand industries, or may simply wish to fuel your personal interest in fashion.
We currently offer a 3-year BTEC Higher National Diploma, a 1-year BTEC National Diploma
and 8-week Certificate courses. These courses are extremely creative and prepare students to be fashion
designers.
The curriculum which is international, is designed to give students a far-reaching, international view of
the fashion industry. All of our classes have a global sensibility and our students themselves represent a
diverse mix of nationalities.
Msf offers stimulating, relevant courses that range from History of fashion, garment manufacture,
marketing to textile exploration. Students receive at least 15 formal teaching hours a week and are kept
busy and focused with relevant tasks that give them the opportunity to design for various settings.
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THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE
Studying at Mcensal School of Fashion & Design – in one of Africa’s upcoming vibrant fashion capitals is an exciting, engaging and
uniquely enriching experience.
With access to some of the best creative minds in the business, intensive, vocationally-styled courses and a busy timetable, our
students find that their days are positively full. Our college building is designed in such a way that both the work and recreation areas
are alive with students and teaching staff united by a single goal – to work hard, learn richly and deeply, have fun and above all raise
fashion standards.
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LOCATION
Nairobi is one of Africa’s great creative capitals. The city is alive with culture, vitality, creativity and excitement. There are many
leading fashion professionals who have lived, studied and now practice in the city. The College itself is situated along Ngong Road,
next to Nairobi Baptist Church. This means that our students have easy access to the cultural landmarks such as the Archives,
galleries, the Maasai market, e.t.c. Transport links to Nairobi Central Business District are extremely convenient.
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HOW WE TEACH
Our courses are based on practical methods, not exam based. Teaching is intensive and supportive, combining a high proportion of
face-to-face sessions with state-of-the-art learning facilities and an industry internship. This progressive approach enables tutors to
monitor students’ progress regularly and to deliver effective and constant feedback that is vital to ensure successful learning outcomes.
Students will also gain valuable, practical and technical experience in delivering visual presentations. The ethos of Mcensal School of
Fashion is to equip students with knowledge and skills appropriate to a wide range of careers in the fashion industry or to prepare
them for further study in relevant fields.
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ENTRY DETAILS
OPEN DAYS
Once a year we will host an Open Day, with an afternoon session commencing at 2:00pm and 5:00pm. Attendees will be given a tour
around the building, meet with staff and students. There will also be an opportunity to ask questions about the college and the courses
offered. The exact dates of our Open Days are published on our website.
ASSESSMENT
Students taking the Higher National Diploma and the National Diploma courses are assessed throughout the course using a rich
curriculum including oral presentations, varied assignments and a comprehensive final project each semester.
During the study period, the student is assessed once a year by an External Standards Verifier from Edexcel who travels from the
United Kingdom. This ensures that international fashion standards are maintained.
At the end of the study period, the student is expected to create an elaborate capsule collection of 3 pieces for the National Diploma
and a 7-piece collection for the Higher National Diploma. This will provide an excellent opportunity for learners to build their
portfolio for future studies and job applications.
Employability is at the heart of the curriculum with integrated professional practice modules central to the course of study. The
resulting personal portfolio and professional CV outputs serve as specialist calling cards for our graduates.
Certification will be by completed project-based course work. Successful students will be awarded the EDEXCEL BTEC Higher
National Diploma or National Diploma. The highest achieving Certificate students will be awarded a distinction. For short courses,
students will be awarded a Mcensal School of Fashion Design Certificate.
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MATURE STUDENTS
We welcome students of all ages and backgrounds. We are happy to advise you on the most suitable program for you depending on
your experience.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
The College is committed to promoting a positive attitude to disabled people and to creating the conditions in which all students can
participate fully in the life of the college. If you are offered a place we will discuss your specific requirements so that we can ensure
that you get the most out of college life. If you have a very specific set of requirements, you might find it helpful to contact us prior to
application. We also strongly encourage you to disclose your disability on the application form, as this allows us to make any
necessary arrangements in good time.
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COLLEGE
FACILITIES
The college offers its students a state-of-the-art learning environment that is both inspirational and provocative. We achieve this by
putting cutting-edge, student-centered learning at the heart of our practice. In order to be sure that our students derive maximum
benefit from the unique insight they will receive into the fashion industry and its historical context, the Msf adopts a personalized and
highly flexible approach to learning that acknowledges the individual strengths of each student. Support and mentoring systems are
designed to exploit the full potential of both technology-based and face-to-face interaction.
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IT AND LEARNING TECHNOLOGY
With an emphasis on digital communication and online research, Msf has a state-of-the-art computer lab which is internet enabled.
Students may provide their own laptops and be able to have wireless internet access.
LIBRARY
Students have access to a rich collection of books in all facets of the fashion industry ranging from fashion photography to fashion
draping. There is also a vast collection of fashion editorials such as Vogue, Harpers Bazar e.t.c
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ACCOMMODATION
The College does not provide accommodation, however we can make recommendations for outside student accommodation providers.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
We welcome applications from students who reside in any part of the world. Subject to Kenya immigration requirements, foreign
students are required to have student passes. The college facilitates the acquisition of student passes by issuing admission letters. The
student is then required to visit the immigration office to apply for a pass. We welcome the cultural diversity that our international
students bring to Msf. All new students are invited to attend a special orientation and induction programme at the beginning of the
course. This is an excellent opportunity to meet other students and to find out more about living and
studying in Kenya.

CAREER DEVELOPMENT
Mcensal School of Fashion offers excellent industry links and partnerships. As a result our students are
presented with a unique set of networking possibilities. Students not only gain a thorough preparation for
professional life, they will, through our programme of workshops, industry visits and fashion events; have
already had extensive engagement with the professional world before leaving the College. Work
experience/internships at Mcensal School of fashion may be offered to students who demonstrate
outstanding talent, academic commitment and creative ambition. The college cannot guarantee professional
opportunities at other companies but it will make introductions and recommendations for outstanding
students.
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THE
COURSES
The courses at Mcensal School of Fashion & Design are uniquely crafted to provide a thorough understanding and practical
appreciation of the operational realities of the industry. The courses are as follows:

Mcensal School of Fashion Certificate: 8 weeks
This is a Mcensal School of Fashion Certificate that involves an intense learning period
where the students get to learn specific areas in their chosen units. Short courses offered are
progressive in the following levels:
1. Beginners level
2. Intermediate level
3. Advanced level
The courses are in the following units:





Fashion illustration
Pattern Drafting
Clothing Construction
Textile Exploration
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Attendance
The Mcensal School of Fashion Certificate is a part time course that is run on from Monday to Thursday from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.
Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Diploma: I Year
The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Fashion and Clothing is a 60 credit and 360 guided learning hours (GLH) qualification.







Fashion Visualization
Pattern Development for Fashion and Clothing
Production Techniques for Fashion and Clothing
Pattern Construction for Fashion and Clothing
Garment Production
Fashion Promotion

Edexcel BTEC Level 5 HND Diploma in Art and Design: 3 Years
The Edexcel BTEC Higher National Diplomas Level 5 Diploma in Fashion and Design is a 240 credits and 960 guided Learning hour s
(GLH) qualification.












Visual Communication in Art and Design
Ideas Generation and Development in Art and Design
Contextual and Cultural Referencing in Art and Design
Professional Practice in Art and Design
Project Design, Implementation and Evaluation
Experimental Printed Textiles
Experimental Embroidered Textiles
Production Techniques in Fashion
Pattern Drafting in Fashion
Research and Development for Fashion Design
Pattern Construction in Fashion
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Garment Manufacture
Fashion Promotion and Marketing
Fashion and Textiles Materials Understanding
Fashion Collection Realization
Drawing Techniques and Processes in Art and Design

ASSESSMENT
In order to achieve a pass in a unit.





In order to achieve a distinction in a 
unit.

In order to achieve a merit in a unit.

All learning outcomes and associated assessment criteria have been
met.
Pass requirements achieved
All merit grade descriptors achieved.
Pass and merit requirements achieved.
All distinction grade descriptors achieved.

Attendance
Both the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Diploma and the Edexcel BTEC Level 5 HND Diploma in Art and Design are full-time courses. You
will be required to attend college for a minimum of 15 hours of formal lectures each week.

PROGRESSION
After acquiring the Edexcel BTEC Level 5 HND Diploma in Art and Design from Msf, one is eligible to enter a fashion university
abroad for a period of one year and attain a degree. Mcensal School of Fashion will be able to provide a list of schools abroad for
interested learners.
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
GENERAL
You may be applying directly from high school or university and be seeking a career in the fashion industries. Or you may simply
wish to fuel your personal interest in fashion. Either way, entry to all three fashion programs is highly competitive. Successful
applicants will possess an inherent inquisitiveness, the maturity to take responsibility for their personal development, and the capacity
to thrive in an environment that encourages critical thinking and clear communication.
All classes will be taught in English. Applicants whose first language is not English must prove their proficiency in written and spoken
English. You should be able to participate in group discussions and presentations in English.
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HOW TO APPLY
In order to do a BTEC, there is no cut off point for grades. Candidates can apply using the online Application Form on the Mcensal
School of Fashion website or at the college.
Part of the application form includes a written essay of why the learner wants to study fashion.

SEMESTER DURATION
Each academic year is made up of three semesters which runs from September to July.
September, October, November- Semester 1
January, February, March

-Semester 2

May, June, July

-Semester 3
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Registration and course Fees
Course fees are payable in advance. Course fees for the Academic
Year will be:
Full time courses
Registration Fee (Non Refundable)

: Kshs 3,500

Caution Fee (Refundable)

: Kshs 5,000

Student kit (Payable once)

: Kshs 5,000

Tuition Fee (Per Semester)

: Kshs 85,000

BTEC Registration fee (Payable once): Varies
BTEC Assessment fee

: Varies

All materials for class work are provided to the learner. The learner
is expected to fund their end semester projects and capsule
collections.
Short courses
Registration Fee (Non Refundable)
Tuition Fee (Per Semester, per unit)

: Kshs 3,500
: Kshs 25,000

Students will be provided with a list of tools to buy for class.
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Please ensure you read, understand and agree to the Terms and Conditions set out below before you complete our application form.

1. Course fees
-Course fees must be paid in full by the end of the semester. The course fee is payable in three installments. Once accepted the student will be given further
details on payment. There is a mandatory payment for Edexcel registration for the full time courses. For the Edexcel HND this is payable in the 2nd year of study.
For the Edexcel ND this is payable upon entry. Course fees include VAT.

2. Method of Payment
-Course fees can be paid in cash, banker’s cheque or deposited directly to the school account. Further information about how to pay will be given to students
when they receive their acceptance letter.
-All Edexcel fees are payable to Msf in pounds sterling only.
3. Withdrawals/non-attendance
-If you wish to withdraw from your course, your request should be made in writing.
-If your written request is received more than six weeks before the start of the course, you will be entitled to a 75% refund. Thereafter there is no refund.
-Non-attendance due to illness, or for personal or professional reasons, does not entitle any student or prospective student to refunds or transfer.
-Students are expected to attend all classes and sessions. No student shall be assessed unless he/she has attended at least 80% of the lessons. No final certificate
of satisfactory completion of any course shall be issued unless the student has achieved both the required attendance record at the end of the course and the
required pass criteria.
4. Insurance
-Students are required to have adequate health, accident, disability, and hospitalization insurance to cover themselves during their time at Msf.
- Students recognize and accept that no part of the course fee goes toward payment of such insurance and that Msf has no obligation to provide such insurance.
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Contact us
By Email:
Mcensal School of Fashion
fashion@msf.co.ke
By telephone:
+254 715 530 309
Visit our website:
www.msf.co.ke
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